By HAROLD CROSS.
(For W. ALDREN TURNER, M.D.).
A. S., FEMALE, aged 18. Family history shows one married sister who bites her nails and has a slight tic, no other nervous trouble or disease. Twitchings began at school five years ago, and a little later severe movements commenced three weeks after a fright from fire. Two years ago the patient was treated for two months at the National Hospital, and was discharged greatly improved. Until Jkly, 1911, the condition remained unchanged or only slightly worse, but the movements then became much worse and were not appreciably alleviated by three months' treatment at a general hospital. In November, 1911, a further exacerbation occurred. The movements consist of (1) rapid shock-like contractions of the shoulders, with shaking of the head at irregular intervals, involving especially the deltoids, the trapezii, the pectorals, and the sternomastoids; and (2) flexion and extension movements of the hips and knees. The movements cease during sleep, and increase with attention and excitement.
The patient was re-admitted to the National Hospital under Dr. Aldren Turner on January 26, 1912. Treatment by exercises and encouragement has again resulted in considerable improvement.
